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seeking an alliance with France in order to  check the
ambitious schemes of the Dukes of Milan in Tuscany.1
In these circumstances, it was not surprising that Genoa
should turn to France for support in her troubles. Both
her internal and external conditions called for a policy
which ended in the surrender, at least nominally, of the
authority of the Republic to France and the appoint-
ment of Marshal Boucicaut as its governor on behalf of
Charles VI in 1396.2 At home Genoa was the prey of
factions among her own nobles. The Doge Antoniotto
Adorno had acted as accomplice in the torture and murder
of six cardinals dragged in chains to Genoa by Urban VI
as a penalty for siding with the 'anti-pope7 Clement VII.
This act of cruelty, coupled with excessive measures of
tyranny towards his own compatriots, created a profound
feeling of horror in Genoa, and Adorno's position became a
very precarious one. Moreover, the Milanese menace on
the northern boundaries of the Republic was becoming more
and more serious every day. To save himself from impend-
ing civil war at home and to save Genoa from the danger
of invasion by Milan from abroad, the astute doge decided
to sign a treaty with France acknowledging Charles VI as
'Defender of the Commune and the People* in I396.8
Although this voluntary surrender to France came six years
after the accomplishment of the crusade of Louis II de
Bourbon, it gives some indication of the disposition of the
Republic towards her great Western neighbour before the
conclusion of the afore-mentioned treaty.4 By sea, how-
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